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NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

A RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE STATE STANDARDS AND THE PREKINDERGARTEN-3RD GRADE INSTRUCTIONAL CYCLE 

This resource offers teachers and leaders a structure for 

discussing the relationships and distinctions among 

learning standards, curriculum, instruction, and assessment 

within the context of prekindergarten 3rd grade. 

At the center of the model is student learning, surrounded 

by three elements that support the instructional cycle. The 

arrows signify the cyclical nature of teaching and learning 

and remind us that each element is connected and linked 

to the others. Importantly, the double arrows between 

student learning and the three elements remind us that 

students are active participants and at the core of the 

instructional process. Understanding who students are, 

what they know and are able to do are essential to 

providing instruction that is individualized, differentiated, 

culturally and linguistically relevant, and context based. At 

the base of the cycle are learning standards, which provide 

a framework for local curricular planning. 

The back of this page provides narrative descriptions of 

each element, what they do and how they connect, and 

links to resources. 
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The elements depicted in the graphic work together in 

multiple ways and operate as a system. State learning 

standards provide a framework for districts to develop and 

vertically and horizontally align local curriculum. 

Curriculum, instruction, and assessment function together 

in an ongoing manner, where one regularly informs the 

other in a plan teach reflect adjust pattern to support 

student learning. 

* State Assessments Grades 3 8 ELA and Math; Grades 4 

and 8 Science 
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