
Date: February 17, 2021 
 
To: BOCES District Superintendents 
      Superintendents of Public Schools 
      Public School Administrators 
      Charter School Administrators 
      Nonpublic School Administrators 

From: Kathleen R. DeCataldo  
 
Subject: In-person learning, sports participation and COVID-19 testing (Amended) 
 
The Department has received reports from the field that some school districts are requiring 
parental/guardian consent for schools to test students for COVID-19 as a condition for 
students to participate in school activities, including in-person learning and extracurricular 
activities.  
 
To clarify, school districts may not require parent/guardian consent for COVID-19 testing of 
students in order for the 

https://www33 722A4aoolhealthny.com/cms/lib/NY0183267 /C307ricW 100SMTin/pe/S4aool%20COVID%20Testirs%20Cons307%2012.1.20.pdf


https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf

