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NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF BILINGUAL EDUCATION AND WORLD LANGUAGES 
AND THE NEW YORK STATE BOARD OF REGENTS  
 

PRESENTS: 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER PROGRAMS IN NEW YORK STATE 

 
 

WELCOME TO NEW YORK STATE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.  WE HAVE OVER 2.6 MILLION 
STUDENTS AND OVER 214,000 ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS BETTER KNOWN AS ELLs 
AND/OR MULTILINGUAL LEARNERS.  IN OUR SCHOOL SYSTEM, THE LINGUISTIC 
DIVERSITY OF OUR FAMILIES MAKES UP OVER 200 LANGUAGES. 
 

IN ORDER TO MEET THE NEEDS OF OUR DIVERSE COMMUNITY, NEW YORK STATE HAS 
AN OFFICE OF BILINGUAL EDUCATION AND WORLD LANGUAGES.   
 

THE MISSION OF THE OFFICE IS TO ENSURE THAT ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 
ATTAIN THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS AND LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY AND 
ARE ABLE TO MEET THE STANDARDS SET FORTH BY THE STATE.  WE STRIVE TO MAKE 
CERTAIN THAT ALL STUDENTS’ INDIVIDUAL EDUCATIONAL PATHS AND SOCIO-
EMOTIONAL NEEDS ARE MET IN MULTIPLE LANGUAGES LEADING THEM TO COLLEGE 
AND CAREER READINESS. 
 

WE BELIEVE THAT ALL STUDENTS SHOULD RECEIVE AN EDUCATION THAT PREPARES 
THEM TO GRADUATE FROM HIGH SCHOOL AND GO ON TO COLLEGE AND/OR PURSUE A 
CAREER. 
 

WE KNOW THAT INFORMED PARENTS ARE THE BEST ADVOCATES FOR THEIR CHILDREN. 
THE OFFICE OF BILINGUAL EDUCATION AND WORLD LANGUAGES IS COMMITTED TO 
SUPPORT YOU AS YOU RESEARCH WHAT OUR SCHOOLS CAN OFFER YOUR CHILD. 
 
 
 
 



 

YOUR CHILD HAS TAKEN AN ENGLISH LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT AND HAS BEEN 
IDENTIFIED AS AN ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER: A STUDENT WHOSE PRIMARY OR 
HOME LANGUAGE IS OTHER THAN ENGLISH AND IS ENTITLED TO ADDITIONAL SUPPORT 
IN SCHOOL TO LEARN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE HE OR SHE NEEDS TO BE SUCCESSFUL.   
 

IN NEW YORK STATE, SCHOOLS ARE REQUIRED TO HOLD ORIENTATIONS FOR FAMILIES 
OF NEWLY ENROLLED ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS TO INFORM YOU OF THE 
DIFFERENT PROGRAMS AVAILABLE IN YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL AND/OR DISTRICT. AT THIS 
ORIENTATION, YOU WILL RECEIVE PROGRAM INFORMATION AND MATERIALS IN YOUR 
PRIMARY OR HOME LANGUAGE.  YOU WILL ALSO BE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO ASK 
AND RECEIVE ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS. THIS ORIENTATION SESSION WILL GIVE 
YOU A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROGRAMS THAT YOUR CHILD IS ENTITLED TO.   

 

AS AN ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER, YOUR CHILD HAS THE RIGHT TO CERTAIN 
INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES THAT SUPPORT HIM OR HER ACADEMICALLY AS WELL AS IN 
LEARNING ENGLISH AND HIS OR HER PRIMARY OR HOME LANGUAGE. 
 

IN THE SPRING OF EACH YEAR, YOUR CHILD WILL RECEIVE AN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
ASSESSMENT. THIS ASSESSMENT WILL MEASURE THE PROGRESS THAT YOUR CHILD IS 
MAKING IN SPEAKING, LISTENING, READING AND WRITING IN ENGLISH.  IN ADDITION, IT 
ALSO DETERMINES WHETHER OR NOT YOUR CHILD CONTINUES TO BE AN ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE LEARNER, AND IF SO, THE AMOUNT OF ADDITIONAL SUPPORT YOUR CHILD 
WILL CONTINUE TO RECEIVE.  THIS INFORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED BY ASKING YOUR 
CHILD’S TEACHER. 
 

 
LET’S LOOK AT THE PROGRAMS THAT ARE AVAILABLE TO HELP YOUR CHILD LEARN 
ENGLISH AND BECOME BILINGUAL IN NEW YORK STATE.  
 

THERE ARE GENERALLY TWO PROGRAMS AVAILABLE.  EACH PROGRAM OFFERS YOUR 
CHILD THE ABILITY TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN SCHOOL, ENDING WITH HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATION, AND OPENING DOORS TO FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES. 

   
 

THE TWO PROGRAMS ARE: 
 

BILINGUAL EDUCATION 

ENGLISH AS A NEW LANGUAGE (ENL) 





 

 

DUAL LANGUAGE PROGRAMS SEEK TO OFFER STUDENTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO 



 

NOW THAT WE HAVE DISCUSSED T
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