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1: Introduction to Native Americans1 

https://www.engageny.org/resource/kindergarten-ela-domain-6-native-americans 

Lesson Objectives 

Core Vocabulary 
borrow, v. To take or use something for a while and then return it 

Example: Ann wants to borrow a box of crayons from Bill. Ann wants to use the crayons 
and bring the box back to Bill when she is finished. 
Variation(s): borrows, borrowed, borrowing 

coast, n. The land next to the sea or ocean; the shore 
Example: As their boat got closer to land, they could see many trees along the coast. 
Variation(s): coasts 

deserts, n. Large, dry areas with little rain 
Example: There are some very hot and sandy deserts in California. 
Variation(s): desert 

roamed, v. Wandered; moved around 
Example: The herd roamed the countryside looking for food. 
Variation(s): roam, roams, roaming 

shelter, n. A place that gives protection, or keeps you safe, from the weather and/or danger 
Example: The boathouse was a wonderful shelter during the storm. 
Variation(s): shelters 
tribes, n. Groups of similar people who share common, or the same, ancestors, or 
family members who lived before them, customs, or ways of acting, and laws 
Example: There are many tribes of Native Americans living across the country. 
Variation(s): tribe 

Introducing the Read-Aloud 

https://www.engageny.org/resource/kindergarten-ela-domain-6-native-americans
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living, depending on where they live in North or South America. Tell students that today they 
are going to hear about many Native American tribes, but that over the next several days they 
will hear about three in particular: the Lakota Sioux (la-KO-tuh SOO), the Wampanoag 
(WAHMP-ann-oh-ag), and the Lenape (lun-NAH-pay). 

Purpose for Listening 

Tell students to listen to find out what the different tribes of Native Americans wore, what 
they ate, and what kinds of houses they lived in. 

Presenting the Read-Aloud 

Introduction to Native Americans 

Long, long ago—
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2 The coast is the land next to 
the ocean or sea. 

3 [Pause for responses.] 

4 So, what did the Native 
Americans need to live? 

ŶShow image 1A-4: Say: Birds and fish. [Point to the birds 
and fish.] 

There were plenty of birds and fish. 

Plenty means there were a lot of birds and fish. 

ŶShow image 1A-5: Say: Animals and insects. [Point to the 
animals and insects.] 
and there were plenty of animals and insects or bugs … but 

there were no people. 

But that was thousands of years ago, much earlier than any of 
us can remember. 

ŶShow image 1A-6: Say: Desert and ocean. [Point to the 
desert and ocean.] 



 

A. 
:...:~~ ~ 
', ---- ' 

engage"Y 

5 or wandered 
6 To borrow means to take 
or use something for a while 
and then return it. 

ŶShow image 1A-7: Say: Tipi. [Point to the tipi.] 
Some lived in tipis. Let’s say that together—say the word 

“tipi” with me. 

ŶShow image 1A-8: Say: Wetu. [Point to the wetu]. 
Some lived in wetus (WEE-toos). Let’s say that together —say 

the word “wetu” with me. 

ŶShow image 1A-9: Say: Hogan. [Point to the hogan]. 
Some lived in hogans. Let’s say that together—say the word 

“hogan” with me. 

ŶShow image 1A-10: Say: Pueblo. [Point to the pueblo.] 
Some lived in pueblos. Let’s say that together—say the word 

“pueblo” with me. 

ŶShow image 1A-11: Say: Longhouses. [Point to the 
longhouse.] 
And others lived in longhouses. Let’s say that together—say 

the word “longhouse” with me. 
Native Americans of long ago learned about the plants and 

animals around them. They had to rely on their knowledge of 
nature—of the earth, the plants, and the animals that surrounded 
them. And everywhere they roamed,5 or wandered, these Native 
Americans found ways to borrow, or use, from the earth all that 
they needed to live.6 

ŶShow image 1A-12: Say: Vegetables and fruits. [Point to the 
vegetables and fruit.] 
Some Native Americans grew their own vegetables and fruit. 

ŶShow image 1A-13: Say: Buffalo. [Point to the buffalo.] 
Others hunted buffalo. 

ŶShow image 1A-14: Say: Woodland animals. [Point to the 
animals.] 
Some Native Americans hunted woodland animals. 

ŶShow image 1A-15: Say: Fish. [Point to the fish.] 
Others caught fish from rivers, lakes, and oceans. 

Native Americans Tell It Again! Kindergarten—4 
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7 So, what were the different 
ways the Native Americans 
of long ago got their food? 

8 [Pause for responses] 

9 [Pause for responses] 

10 Here the word foot is 
being used to describe the 
part of your body that is at 
the end of your leg. Another 
type of foot is measurement. 
Twelve inches is also called 
a foot. [You might want to 
demonstrate this with a 
twelve-inch ruler.] 

ŶShow image 1A-16: Say: Native American fire. [Point to the 
fire.] 
Some Native Americans cooked their food over an open fire. 

ŶShow image 1A-17: Say: Hopi oven. [Point to the oven.] 
Others baked food in specially made ovens.7 

The Native Americans also needed water. But there were no 
sinks with running water inside their homes. So, where do you 
think the Native Americans found water long ago?8 Native 
Americans collected rainwater. They also got their water from 
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11 What do you see in this 
picture? 

12 What do you see in this 
picture? 

13 What do you see in this 
picture? 

Those who lived in the woods used their feet to make their way 

http:plants.13
http:skins.12
http:dress.11
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3. Inferential Did all Native Americans of long ago live in the same 

place? (no) Listen first: The first-known people who lived in 
America, called Native Americans or American Indians, lived in 
all parts of the continent. (p. 7) Did all Native Americans of long 
ago live in the same place? 

Where did the Native Americans live? (coast, plains, desert, and 
woods.)3 Listen first: Some [Native Americans] lived in the desert. 
Others lived in the mountains. Some lived in the woods. And others 
lived on the coast, near the ocean. (p. 7) Many men, women, boys, 
and girls in each of the Native American tribes across the land— 
from the oceans to the plains to the woods—wore moccasins, or soft 
leather shoes, on their feet. (p. 10) Where did the Native 
Americans live? 

4. Inferential Did all of the Native Americans of long ago find food in 
the same way? (no) Listen first: But the food the desert people ate 
was not the same kind of food the coastal people ate. (p.7) Did all 
of the Native Americans of long ago find food in the same way? 

Did they live in the same kinds of houses? (no) 

5. Inferential How did Native Americans of long ago get their food? 
(farmed, hunted, and fished) Listen first: Some Native Americans 
grew their own vegetables and fruit. Others hunted buffalo. Some 
Native Americans hunted woodland animals. Others caught fish 
from rivers, lakes, and oceans. (p. 8) How did Native Americans 
of long ago get their food? 

6. Inferential How did Native Americans of long ago get water? 
(streams, lakes, rivers, and rainwater) Listen first: Native 
Americans collected rainwater. They also got their water from 
lakes, rivers, and streams. (p. 9) How did Native Americans of 
long ago get water? 

7. Inferential What kinds of things did the Native Americans of long 
ago use to make clothes? (materials such as animal skins and fur, 
trees, plants, and sheep’s wool were used to make clothes; 

3 The answer was edited to align with the text. 

Native Americans Tell It Again! Kindergarten—8 
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materials such as beads, porcupine quills, fringe, seashells, and 
animal bones were used to decorate the clothes).4 Listen first: Some 
Native Americans wore clothing made of animal skins—elk, deer, 
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For example, I would like to live in a longhouse because it looks 
like it would keep me warm in the winter. What type of house 
would you like to live in? Why? Turn to your neighbor and share 
your answer. 

10. After hearing today’s read-aloud and questions and answers, do you 
have any other questions? [If time permits, you may wish to allow 
for individual, group, or class research of the text and/or other 
resources to answer these remaining questions.] 

Native Americans Tell It Again! Kindergarten—10 
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2: The Lakota Sioux and the Buffalo 

https://www.engageny.org/resource/kindergarten-ela-domain-6-native-americans 

Lesson Objectives 

Core Vocabulary 

agile, adj. Able to move quickly and easily without stumbling (or almost falling) 
Example: Lakota Sioux boys played games that prepared them (made them ready) to be 
agile hunters. 
Variation(s): none 

galloping, v. Moving at a fast pace (or speed) 
Example: All the horses were galloping toward the buffalo herd. 
Variation(s): gallop, gallops, galloped 

sacred, adj. Treated with respect (or like they are important) 
Example: The Lakota Sioux Indians considered the buffalo to be sacred animals. 
Variation(s): none 

warriors, n. Those who are engaged in or experienced in battle. Warriors are soldiers or 
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Tell students the name of the animal in the picture. If they are not 
familiar with the buffalo, tell them that buffalo are wild animals, 
both larger and stronger than most horses. Long ago, many buffalo 
roamed, or wandered, the Great Plains. The 
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4 What do you see in this 
picture? 

5 
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The Lakota Sioux often painted beautiful designs or pictures on the 
buffalo skin they used to make their homes. This illustration shows a 
tipi on which Lakota Sioux painted horses and buffalo. 

�8Show image 2A-8: Say: Tools made from bone and horn. 
[Point to th95 -45..3 (: )]s.-3 (c 7.30QJ
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5. Evaluative If boys and men were trained to hunt the buffalo, what 

do you think the girls and women were trained to do? 

6. Evaluative What was the land where the Sioux lived? (flat plains 
with few trees) Listen for: Long ago, many buffalo roamed, or 
wandered, the Great Plains. (p. 14) What was the land where the 
Sioux lived? 

So, what do you think the plains buffalo ate? What kinds of food 
would buffalo be able to find on the Great Plains? What kinds of 
plants grow there? (Answers may vary.) 

[Please continue to model the Think Pair Share process for students, as 
necessary, and scaffold students in their use of the process.] 

I am going to ask a question. I will give you a minute to think about the 
question, and then I will ask you to turn to your neighbor and discuss 
the question. Finally, I will call on several of you to share what you 
discussed with your partner. 

7. Evaluative Think Pair Share: Do you think the Lakota Sioux could 
have survived without the buffalo? Why or why not? First, let’s 
talk about how the Lakota Sioux used the buffalo. What did the 
buffalo provide for the Lakota Sioux? (food, clothing, shelter, etc.) 
Could the Lakota Sioux survive without these things? Why or why 
not? Share your ideas with your partner. (Answers may vary.) 

8. After hearing today’s read-aloud and questions and answers, do you 
have any other questions? [If time permits, you may wish to allow 
for individual, group, or class research of the text and/or other 
resources to answer these remaining questions.] 

Native Americans Tell It Again! Kindergarten—16 
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3: Where’s Winona? 

https://www.engageny.org/resource/kindergarten-ela-domain-6-native-americans 

Lesson Objectives 

Core Vocabulary 

chief, n. The head or ruler of a tribe or clan 
Example: The chief was shown much respect in Native American tribes. 
Variation(s): chiefs 

mischief, n. Behavior (or actions) that can be annoying or against the rules 

Example: Tashna was always getting into mischief by playing jokes on her friends. 
Variation(s): mischievous 

�S�D�U�À�H�F�K�H����n. (PAR
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1 [Pause for responses.] 

2 [Point to the tipis in the 
picture.] 

3 [Point to the travois in the 
picture.] 

4 What do you see in this 
picture? Mapiya and her 
family never stay in one 
place for long. Lakota 
Sioux families moved 
frequently, following the 
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back of the woman on the 
right side of the image.] 
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11 Where do you think 
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Discussing the Read-Aloud 

Comprehension Questions 

If students have difficulty responding to questions, reread pertinent 
lines of the read-aloud and/or refer to specific images. If students 
give one-word answers and/or fail to use read-aloud or domain 
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Winona fell out along the way, how will Mapiya find her? (p. 23) 
Why do you think this is the title of the read-aloud? 

[Please continue to model the Think Pair Share process for students, as 
necessary, and scaffold students in their use of the process.] 

I am going to ask a question. I will give you a minute to think about the 
question, and then I will ask you to turn to your neighbor and discuss 
the question. Finally, I will call on several of you to share what you 
discussed with your partner. 

7. Evaluative Think Pair Share: Would you have wanted to live with 
Mapiya’s family and the Sioux? Why or why not? First, let’s talk 
about Mapiya’s family’s life. Where did they live? (In a tipi on the 
plains) How did they get their food? (They hunted buffalo) Would 
you like to live in a tipi and hunt buffalo? Why or why not? Share 
your ideas with your partner. (Answers may vary.) 

8. After hearing today’s read-aloud and questions and answers, do you 
have any other questions? [If time permits, you may wish to allow 
for individual, group, or class research of the text and/or other 
resources to answer these remaining questions.] 

Native Americans Tell It Again! Kindergarten—24 





  
  

  

  

  
  

  

  
 

  
 

  

engage"Y 

.- \ 

~\ 

Essential Background Information or Terms 

ŶShow images 4A-2: Say: Herd of buffalo. [Point to the herd of 
buffalo.] 

Ask students what animal they see in this image. (buffalo) Explain 
to students that buffalo traveled across the Great Plains in herds, or 
groups. Ask students, “What is this herd of buffalo doing in this 
image?” (moving; traveling) Explain to students that the buffalo 
had to move across the Plains in search of their food supply— 
grass. As the buffalo traveled to find their food supply, the Native 
American tribes who hunted the buffalo followed them. 

Purpose for Listening EsseTe(a)4 l(a)4 lJ
0.002 Tc -0.002 Tw T*
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made food for the boys and men who were going hunting. Then it 
would be time to go. 

Little Bear made his way back to his tipi. He sat on the ground 
beside his mother. His mother smiled at him and tousled, or messed 
up, his hair. 

“You will be a brave buffalo hunter just like your brother,” Little 
Bear’s mother said to him. 

Little Bear smiled at his mother. He knew she was wise and kind. 
He loved her very much. 

Before long, Little Bear was joined by his grandfather, father, and 
brother. When all the men were gathered around the fire, Little 
Bear’s mother and sisters served, or gave, them buffalo stew. It tasted 
good. 

Ŷ
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1. Literal Who is the main character in this story? (a young 
Lakota Sioux boy named Little Bear) Listen for: Little Bear 
woke up before the sun did. This means he woke up when it 
was still dark outside, before the sun came up. Today was a 
very important day. Now that Little Bear was ten years old, 
he would be allowed to hunt the buffalo. Little Bear was not 
frightened, or scared. He was excited, even though a buffalo 
can weigh as much as ten grown men. (p. 29) Who is the 
main character in this story? 

2. Literal What is the name of the Native American tribe that 
Little Bear belongs to? (Lakota Sioux) Listen first: Little 
Bear was a Lakota Sioux Indian. He lived on the Great 
Plains with his family. (p. 29) What is the name of the 
Native American tribe that Little Bear belongs to? 

3. Inferential Describe the land where Little Bear and his family 
live. (the Great Plains; the land is mostly 
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main food supply, the Lakota Sioux moved with the herds. (p. 
29) Why do the Lakota Sioux move from place to place rather 
than stay in one area? 

5. Literal What is the main source of food for the Lakota Sioux? 
(buffalo) Listen first: Because the buffalo were their main food 
supply, the Lakota Siouxmoved with the herds. (p. 29) What is 
the main source of food for the Lakota Sioux? 

What is Little Bear preparing to do for the first time in this 
story? (go on a buffalo hunt) Listen first: Today was a very 
important day. Now that Little Bear was ten years old, he would 
be allowed to hunt the buffalo (p. 29) What is Little Bear 
preparing to do for the first time in this story? 

Who else went on the buffalo hunt? (men and older boys) Listen 
first: Before long, Little Bear was joined by his grandfather, 
father, and brother. When all the men were gathered around the 
fire, Little Bear�s mother and sisters served or gave them buffalo 
stew. It tasted good. (pp. 31-32) 

Then it was time to go. The men and boys, including Little Bear, 
mounted or climbed onto the backs of their horses. (p. 32) Who 
else went on the buffalo hunt? 

6. Literal The Lakota Sioux women played an important role in 
making things from buffalo. What did the Lakota Sioux 
women make from the buffalo?7 
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the clothing and the moccasins? 

[Please continue to model the Think Pair Share process for students, 
as necessary, and scaffold students in their use of the process.] 

I am going to ask a question. I will give you a minute to think about 
the question, and then I will ask you to turn to your neighbor and 
discuss the question. 
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5: Bear, Gull, and Crow 

Lesson Objectives 

Core Vocabulary 

bay, n. An area of the sea that is enclosed by a deep curve in the coastline 
A bay is a large area of water, with land around part of it. 
Example: The Wampanoag often went out to the bay to collect clams. 
Variation(s): bays 

feast, v. To partake of a large meal; to eat heartily. To eat a lot of food. 
Example: Every Thanksgiving my family likes to feast on turkey, mashed potatoes, 
stuffing, green beans, cranberries, and pumpkin pie. 
Variation(s): feasts, feasted,feasting 

rockweed, n. Greenish-brown rubbery seaweed that grows on rocks in coastal areas. A plant 
that grows in the sea. 

Example: The Wampanoag placed rockweed beneath the clams toprotect them from 
being scorched by the hot fire rocks at the clambake. 
Variation(s): none 

wading, v. Walking through shallow water. Walking through water that is not deep. 
Example: Jim and his father went wading in the river to look for crawfish. 
Variation(s): wade, wades,waded 

Introducing the Read-Aloud 

Essential Background Information or Terms 
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9 [Point to the sticks in the 
picture.] 

10 Rockweed is a type of 
rubbery seaweed. 

“The Upright Walkers collected wood. They are going to build a 
wetu, or wooden house, for the appanaug!” said Crow. “The 
appanaug will live in our forest in its own wooden house!” 

He thought for a moment. “But what if it is not a friendly 
appanaug?” Bear and Gull looked worried. 

�8Show image 5A-8: Say: Gull spying. [Point to the gull.] 
The next morning at sunrise, as Gull was winging, or flying, over 

the bay, she saw the Upright Walker man and boy on the beach. 
There was a girl with them, too. Low tide had uncovered some 
wet sand that had been underwater at high tide. The Upright 
Walkers could see the wet sand because there was less ocean water 
coming over the beach. 

The Upright Walkers were looking for little holes in the wet sand. 
From time to time water shot up from these holes. They were the 
breathing holes of soft-shelled clams that lived under the sand. Gull 
watched as the Upright Walkers dug the clams out of the sand with 
long sticks.9 Some clams spit water even after they were dug up. Soon 
the Upright Walkers had filled a large basket with the clams. They 
waded into the shallow water and filled another basket with larger 
clams. 

Later on, Gull told Bear excitedly, “The Upright Walkers collected 
many clams. They said they were glad to have found so many clams 
for their appanaug. I hope the appanaug does not eat up all the clams 
and fish in the bay!” 

Gull went on, “Next those Upright Walkers gathered the rockweed 
that grows on the rocks in shallow water.”10 

“That appanaug is going to eat the rockweed, too,” said Bear. “What 
will it decide to eat next?” 

�8Show image 5A-9: Say: Bear and Gull talking. [Point to Bear 
and Gull talking.] 

Bear looked around. “Where is Crow? Wasn’t he supposed to 
meet us here? Do you think appanaugs eat crows?” No sooner had 
Bear spoken than he saw Crow flying toward them. 

Native Americans Tell It Again! Kindergarten—36 
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�8Show image 5A-10: Say: Wampanoag in the cornfield. [Point 
to the Wampanoag in the cornfield.] 

“I saw the Upright Walkers in the cornfield!”exclaimed Crow. 
“They picked baskets full of corn. They said it was for the appanaug, 
today! The appanaug is coming today!” 

Bear, Crow, and Gull looked at one another. 

�8Show image 5A-11: Say: Starting the fire. [Point to starting the 
fire.] 

“Let’s go!” said Bear, and lickety-split, or quickly, off they set for 
the rock pit. There they hid among the trees. Before long, some 
Upright Walkers started to gather. Then more and more came. There 
were men, women, and children—big and small, old and young. 

The Upright Walkers took the dry wood from its pile and laid it over 
the stones. One man started the wood burning. Others stayed by the fire 
and kept it going. They raked the burning 
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When the dancing had ended, the old Upright Walker spoke 

again. “This is a fine day for our appanaug. The appanaug is a 
celebration, a time for our people to come together, to give thanks 
to the Great Spirit and to feast on delicious food. 

“So let the feasting, or eating,  begin!” The rockweed covering 
was lifted off and the Upright Walkers began to load their bowls with 
food. 

Bear, Gull, and Crow looked at one another. An appanaug was 
not a huge, rock-eating animal with big teeth, after all! An 
appanaug was a celebration, where the Upright Walkers had a 
clambake feast
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2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

take place? 

Literal Who are the characters in this story? (Bear, Gull, Crow, 
the Upright Walkers) Listen first: Bear, Gull, and Crow often 
got together to visit and chat, or talk. One of the things they 
talked about was the Upright Walker beings who lived nearby. 
(p. 37) Who are the characters in this story? 

Literal Who were the Upright Walkers? (humans) 
What is the name of the Native American tribe that the 
animals called Upright Walkers? (Wampanoag) Listen first: 
These beings called themselves the Wampanoags, but the 
animals called them Upright Walkers because they walked 
upright on two legs all the time and never flew. (p. 37) Who 
were the Upright Walkers? What is the name of the Native 
American tribe that the animals called Upright Walkers? 

Literal What do Bear, Gull, and Crow think an appanaug is 
when they first hear the word? (a beast or animal) Listen first: 
They said the rocks were for the appanaug (APP-uh-nawg). I 
wonder what an appanaug is.” (p. 38) What do Bear, Gull, 
and Crow think an appanaug is when they first hear the 
word? 

Crow thought hard for a minute. “An appanaug must be an 
animal,” he said, “an animal that eats rocks!” (p. 38) 

What is anappanaug? (a clambake feast) Listen for: “This is a 
fine day for our appanaug. The appanaug is acelebration, a 
time for our people to come together, to give thanksto the 
Great Spirit and to feast on delicious food. (p. 40) What is 
anappanaug? 

Literal When Crow saw the Upright Walkers collecting wood, 
he thought they were going to build a wetu for the appanaug. 
What is a wetu? (a house) Listen for: The Upright Walkers lived 
in houses that they called wetu, built from bent saplings or 
small, young trees and tree bark. (p. 37) What is a wetu? 

Native Americans Tell It Again! Kindergarten—39 
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6. Inferential Based on what you saw in the pictures, how would 

you describe the clothing worn by the Wampanoag? (Answers 
may vary.) 

7. Inferential Describe how the Upright Walkers, or Wampanoag, 
prepare for the appanaug, or clambake. (dig a hole, gather 
firewood, gather rockweed and clams, etc.) Listen first: They 
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�8Show images 3A-9 (tipi) and 5A-4 (wetu) and point to each 
type of house as you name it. 

[Please continue to model the Think Pair Share process for students, 
as necessary, and scaffold students in their use of the process.] 

I am going to ask a question. I will give you a minute to think about 
the question, and then I will ask you to turn to your neighbor and 
discuss the question. Finally, I will call on several of you to share 
what you discussed with your partner. 

10. Evaluative Think Pair Share: Would you rather live in a tipi like 
the Lakota Sioux or in a wetu like the Wampanoag? First, let’s 
look at the tipi. What is it made of? (buffalo hide) Does it stay in 
one place, or can it be moved from place to place easily? (it can 
be moved easily). Next, let’s look at the wetu. What is it made 
of? (wood). Can the wetu be moved easily from place to place? 
(no). Which house is larger—the tipi or the wetu? (the wetu) 
Now, tell your partner whether you would rather live in a tipi or 
a wetu. Explainwhy. (Answers may vary but teachers might 
consider helping students to answer by giving them this 
sentence frame: I would rather live in a ____because 
____________.) 

11. After hearing today’s read-aloud and questions and answers, 
do you have any remaining questions? [If time permits, you 
may wish to allow for individual, group, or class research of 
the text and/or other resources to answer these questions.] 

Native Americans Tell It Again! Kindergarten—41 



� 

� 
�

� 
� 
�
� 

� 

 

engage"Y 
6: The Lenape: The People of the Seasons 

Lesson Objectives 

Core Vocabulary 

burrows, n. 
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1 [Show a map of the 
United States today and 
point to the states of New 
York, Pennsylvania, and 
Delaware.] This is the 
general area in which the 
Lenape lived. 

2 You learned the word 
blossom when we studied 
plants. What is a blossom? 
(flowers on a plant or tree) 

3 A burrow is a hole or 
tunnel used by animals as a 
home or hiding place. 

The Lenape, The People of the Seasons 

�8Show image 6A-1: Say: Four seasons of the Eastern Woodlands. 
[Point to the four seasons of the Eastern Woodlands.] 

The Lenape people have lived in the Eastern Woodlands of North 
America for thousands of years.1 For most of that time, they lived on 
the land. They depended on nature to give them food and water and the 
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4 [Point to the rivers of this 
region on the U.S. map.] 

5 Harvested means gathered 
crops when they were ripe 
enough. 

6 What does harvested 
mean? 

7 Wigwam is the name given 
to one type of Lenape 
home. [Point to the wigwam 
in the image.] 

used paddles to steer the canoes and to make them move in the 
water. Their canoes glided smoothly and silently along the rivers of 
the mid-Atlantic.4 When they returned from their hunting trips, they 
brought back meat and animal furs with them. The Lenape hunted 
animals such as bear, deer, elk, and raccoon. They hunted and 
trapped birds, too. 

�8Show image 6A-3: Say: 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

the Native American tribe described in this read-aloud? 

Literal Wh-d? 
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This read-aloud will be read to students twice: the first time it will be read without stopping 
for any Guided Listening Support (as with any other alphabetical story), and the second time 
with Guided Listening Support and discussion. The expectation is not that students will 
become proficient in memorizing and using all the information contained in this read-aloud. 
Rather, this lesson is intended to provide students with a summary of Native American 
culture they began to explore in this domain. If students have difficulty answering the 
Comprehension Questions that follow this read-aloud, reread pertinent parts of the text 
and/or show relevant images. 

Essential Background Information or Terms 

Review with students the names of the three tribes they have learned about in this domain: 
the Lakota Sioux, the Wampanoag, and the Lenape. Tell them that they will hear the names 
of several other tribes in today’s read-aloud, such as Pueblo, Hopi, Iroquois, Navajo, and 
Zuni Pueblo. 

Where Are We? 

Use a map to show students the location of North and South America. Identify specific 
regions of the United States (Northeast, Southeast, Southwest, Pacific Northwest, etc.) 
where different Native American tribes have lived. Point to your particular region on the 
map. 

Review with students the regions in which the Lakota Sioux lived (Great Plains), the 
Wampanoag lived (current-day Massachusetts area), and the Lenape lived (region 
including current-day states of New York, Pennsylvania, and Delaware). Tell students that 
the Iroquois tribes lived in what are now the states of Pennsylvania and New York, and 
point to this area on the map. Tell students that the other four tribes they will hear about 
today—the Pueblo, Hopi, Navajo, and Zuni Pueblo—lived in the western part of the 
United States in what are now the states of Utah, Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico; 
point to those states on the map. 

Purpose for Listening 

Tell students to listen for the names of different Native American tribes. 

Presenting the Read-Aloud 

�8Show image 7A-1: Say: Several Native Americans from different 
tribes.1 [Point to the Native Americans from different tribes.] 

Long before you or me 
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1 [As you read each 
statement, point to and 
name the letters on each 
image.] 

Native Americans were running free 
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students and include the 
three tribes studied 
throughout the domain: 
Pueblo, Hopi, Iroquois, 
Navajo, Zuni Pueblo, 
Lakota Sioux, Wampanoag, 
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7 How did Native 
Americans travel on the 
water? They used a canoe-a 
long, narrow boat made 
from long, hollowed-out 
logs or the bark of trees. 

8 An elder is an older person 
who is a leader. 

9 Clams are a type of 
seafood. Where do you 
think these Native 
Americans lived if they 
were having clams? 
[Explain that some clams 
live in the ocean and there 
are also freshwater clams.] 

10 Totem poles were carved 
from logs by certain tribes 
to tell a story- like 
sculptures. 

�8Show image 7A-4: Say: Canoes floating on a river. [Point to the 
canoes on a river.] 

C is for Canoes 
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11 What tribe did I just name 
here? Some Native Ameri-
can tribes cooked their food 
on an open fire like we saw 
earlier with the clams and 
corn. The Hopi tribe baked 
their bread in this kind of 
oven. 

12 What tribe did I just name 
here? Native Americans 
traveled on foot, horseback, 
or in canoes. This runner 
from the Iroquois tribe is 
very fast. 

13 Juniper berries grow on 
trees and were used to color 
blankets. 

14 Different tribes 
performed different dances 
and ceremonies to ask their 
gods to make things happen 
or to thank their gods. 

15 Several Iroquois Native 
American families could 
live in each longhouse, 
which had little apartments 
in it and was about the size 
of five classrooms. 

16 Moccains are shoes worn 
by many Native American 
tribes. Some of them were 

�8Show image 7A-10: Say: Iroquois runner . [Point to the Iroquois 
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would burn. Instead, Native 
Americans dropped hot 
stones into a basket of water 
to make it boil and then put 
their food in the basket to 
cook. 

22 The hides are the skins of 
the animal. Like pueblo 
houses and longhouses, tipis 
were homes for some 
Native Americans. 

23 What do you think this is 
in the picture? 

24 What tribe did I just name 
here? 

25 This man from the 
Iroquois tribe is eating 
venison—or deer meat— 
stew from his bowl. 

26 What tribe did I just name 
here? What is the name of 
the boats you see in this 
picture? 

�8Show image 7A-21: Say: Buffalo hide tipis. [Point to the buffalo 
hide tipis.] 

T is for Tipis made with buffalo hides22 

�8Show image 7A-22: Say: Navajo hogan houses23 [Point to the 
Navajo hogan houses.] 

U is for Under. The Navajo slept under hogan roofs.24 

�8Show image 7A-23: Say: Iroquois cooking over campfire. [Point 
to the Iroquois cooking over the campfire.] 

V is for Venison stew made for Iroquois travelers25 

�8�6�K�R�Z�L�P�D�J�H��7A-24: Say: Wampanoag wetus. [Point to the 
Wampanoag wetus.] 

W is for Wampanoag wetus (WEE-toos) set near the coast26 

�8Show image 7A-25: Say: Man in specific tribal dress. [Point to 
the man in specific tribal dress.] 

X is for Xs which decorated tribal dress 

�8Show image 7A-26: Say: Gathering of young/old Native 
Americans around the campfire. [Point to the gathering of 
young/old Native Americans around the campfire.] 

Y is for Young children who listened to stories 

Nativ (r)A 35 om]  t(t3712 cm f )]M004 Tw.
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�8Show image 7A-27: Say: Zuni Pueblo water jar. [Point to the 
Zuni Pueblo water jar.] 

Z is for Zuni Pueblo who crafted water jars27 
27 
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some of the different foods eaten by Native Americans that 
you heard about in this read-aloud. (bread, clams, corn, 
salmon, venison stew) 

4. Inferential [Show images 
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8: Native Americans Today 

Lesson Objectives 
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Presenting the Read-Aloud 

Anishinabe (ah-ni-shi-NO-bay), Mohawk, Goshute (GAH-shoot), 
Cree, Dakota, Choctaw, Hopi, Wea (WEE-uh), Iroquois, Micmac, 
Crow, Wampanoag, Cheyenne, Blackfeet, Sioux. All these and 
many other Native American tribes spread out across the North 
American continent thousands of years ago. They are still here 
today. 

�8Show image 8A-1: Say: 
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2 The word wear here 
means to be dressed in 
something. Wear can also 
mean damaged because of 
being used for a long time. 

3 Traditions are customs, or 
ways of doing things, that 
are passed down from 
grandparents, to parents, to 
children. 

Native Americans today still eat corn, squash, fish, and meat 
just as they have always done. But they buy it in supermarkets. 

Native Americans today may use pueblos, tipis, wetus, and 
hogans some of the time, but most sleep in houses, apartments, 
and mobile homes as their main homes. 
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2. Inferential How do Native Americans live today? What do they 
eat and wear? Where do they sleep? (Emphasize that they live just 
as other Americans today.) Listen first: Native Americans today 
still eat corn, squash, fish, and meat just as they have always 
done. But they buy it in supermarkets. 

Native Americans today may use pueblos, tipis, wetus, and 
hogans some of the time, but most sleep in houses, apartments, 
and mobile homes as their main homes. 

Native Americans today no longer wearfringed leggings and 
deerskin moccasins.2 They wear jeans and sneakers and other 
clothing worn by other Americans. (p. 65) How do Native 
Americans live today? What do they eat and wear? 

3. Inferential How do Native Americans keep their traditions alive 
today? Remember, traditions are ways of doing things. (They 
have powwows with singing and dancing; passdown traditional 
stories; hold elaborate ceremonies.) Listen first: But many Native 
Americans still remember their tribal traditions of long ago.3 The 
Wampanoag have clambakes along the coast of Massachusetts 
today, just like the appanaug Bear, Gull, and Crow attended. The 
Lakota Sioux have elaborate ceremonies, or ceremonies planned 
with great care and many details, with dancing, drumming, and 
singing on the plains of North and South Dakota. The Lenape 
still pass down, or tell, their 
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today? Why or why not?8 Share your ideas with your partner. 
(Answers may vary.) 

5. After hearing today’s read-aloud and questions and answers, 
do you have any remaining questions? [If time permits, you 
may wish to allow for individual, group, or class research of 
the text and/or other resources to answer these remaining 
questions.] 

8 This question has been changed from the original, which was:  “Do you think it is important for Native Americans 
to keep their traditions alive today? Why or why not? 
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