
 

 

FAQ 

 

What is the Scholarship for Academic Excellence? 

The Scholarship for Academic Excellence (SAE) will be awarded in 2025 for the 2024-2025 

academic year. Pending the appropriation of State funds during the 2025 session of the New 

York State Legislature, 8,000 scholarships will be awarded. Of the 8,000 awards, 2,000 

scholarships will have a value of $1,500 each and 6,000 scholarships will have a value of $500 

each. Winners of this scholarship may concurrently receive any other New York State academic 





 

 

at a NYS college within five years of receiving your NYS high school 

diploma OR 

ii. You attended a NYS high school for 2 or more years, graduated from a 

NYS high school, and are applying for an award for graduate study at a 

NYS college within ten years of receiving your NYS high school diploma 

OR 

iii. You received a NYS high school equivalency diploma, and are 

applying for an award for undergraduate study at a NYS college within 

five years of receiving your NYS high school equivalency diploma OR 

iv. You received a NYS high school equivalency diploma, and are 

applying for an award for graduate study at a NYS college within ten 

years of receiving your NYS high school equivalency diploma OR 

v. You are or will be charged the NYS resident in-state tuition rate at a 

SUNY or CUNY college for a reason other than residency. 

3. To utilize the benefits of this scholarship, the winner must be in attendance as a full-

time, matriculated student at an approved New York State postsecondary institution by 

the Fall 2025 semester. Winners who enroll in an out-of-state institution in Fall 2025 are 



 

 

Method A: Regents test scores 

A high school which, prior to its students’ senior year, has offered to all such students seeking 

Regents credit at the school either a Regents examination or a single approved alternative 



 

 

individuals having the same class rank. 

OR 



 

 

When are the scholarships awarded?   

 

When funds are appropriated by the New York State Governor during the 2025 Legislative 

Session



 

 

survey is how you add another nominee. Do not submit extra names. If your school received 

twelve awards, submit only twelve groups / nominee (or less).     

1. Student Last Name (Required): Type in the student’s Last Name. 

 

2.   Student First Name (Required): Type in the student’s First Name. 

 

3. Student Middle Initial (Optional): Type in the student’s Middle Initial.  If the 

Student does not have a middle initial, please enter N/A. 

 

4. Student’s Address of Residence*: Type in the student’s Address of Residence.  

* Applicants without lawful immigration status will not be asked for their 

home address and the nominee does not need to complete this section. 

 

5. Student City or Post Office of Residence*: Follow the same steps as for 

Address of Residence.   

* Applicants without lawful immigration status will not be asked for their 

home address and the nominee does not need to complete this section. 

 

6. Student State of Residence: You must enter and fill in the letters in the state 

column. 

* Applicants without lawful immigration status will not be asked for their 

home address and the nominee does not need to complete this section. 

 

7. ZIP Code (Required): Enter the digits of the student's ZIP code in the boxes 

provided.  

  

8. Date of Birth (Required): Enter the student’s date of birth in the following 

format: MM/DD/YYYY. 

 

9. Student Ethnicity (Optional): Select the appropriate box. 

 

10. Student Race (Optional): Select the appropriate box(es). 

 

11. Student Gender (Optional): Select the appropriate box. 

 

12. Student NYSSIS ID # (Required for Public Schools Outside of New York 

City; Public High Schools within New York City may enter N/A. 

Optional for Nonpublic Schools): Enter the student’s NYSSIS ID.



 

 

 

15. Student Email Address (Optional): Enter the student’s email address so HESC 

can contact them if needed. 

 

16. Student Nomination Rank (Required): The number entered must equal the rank 

of the nominee. For example, if two nominees were submitted on the survey, the 


